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Since working for Core Sustainability, as an 

Energy Consultant and expert MEES 

strategist, I have entered the industry when 

the value of an EPC and its rating has 

started to make landlords and tenants’ ears 

prick up. In the past, I don’t think I would 

be out of line to say that many property 

professionals valued an EPC as low down 

in their priorities when considering 

transactions, however now the tide has 

turned. Many property lawyers and 

managing agents we deal with are seeking 

risk assessments and EPC improvement 

reporting on their projects since 

MEES law came into force in April 2018. 

Here are my top tips to improve the rating 

of a poor commercial EPC into a suitable 

rating of E or above to meet new leases, 

renewals and ensure a more desirable asset 

value to properties. It must be noted, that all 

properties are different; and a one-method 

doesn’t fit -all. For this reason, we often 

undertake scenario-analysis in 3-D 

modelling software (Design Builder) to 

determine the best way for our clients to 

achieve MEES compliance or more. For 

example, a client may prefer to choose an 

option that will be of less nuisance to its 

tenants or cost-effective rather than the 

energy efficiency installation that would 

improve the EPC rating the most.  

In addition, the type of building can affect 

what EPC improvement method to choose. 

Retail buildings often benefit more 

from LED light installations than other 

options, where-as in an office heating 

system like highly efficient (above 

90%) condensing boilers or modern air 

conditioning units can make significant 

impact. Certain measures which would not 

be thought of in an office or retail unit such 

as the installation of destratification fans, 

could make a drastic improvement to an 

industrial unit’s EPC rating.  Other 

remedial works like roof insulation and 

improved double-glazed windows can 

assist all types of buildings but are often 

one of the less preferred options for asset 

managers, landlords and tenants under-

taking works due to the costs and impact to 

the tenants involve. 

 

 

For more information about EPCs or other energy efficiency related topics in buildings please 

speak to one of the Energy Team at Core Sustainability on 020 7183 4885. 

 


